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PAGE 01 MADRID 06671 082135Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SAB-02 ARA-14 /041 W 

019815 082140Z/73 

R 081540Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO USINFO WASHDC 
USCINCEUR-ECAP 
USNMR SHAPE 
SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 
USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS MADRID 6671 

PASS IEU 

SECSTATE FOR EUR/WE HUGHES 
USIA FOR IOP/F 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUB J : MADRID PRESS COMMENTARY PANAMA CANAL 

1 . EDITORIAL SEPTEMBER 8 EL PAIS (INDEPENDENT LIBERAL 
LEFT): "THE PRESIDENT OF PANAMA, GENERAL TORRIJOS, 

COMMITS HIMSELF WITH PRESIDENT CARTER, FOR ECONOMIC 
COMPENSATIONS, TO FREEZE THE DISPUTE BETWEEN NORTH- 
AMERICA AND PANAMA UNTIL THE YEAR 2000, REASONABLY, 

PRESIDENT CARTER THINKS THAT FOR THE TIME BEING HE 
HAS WON TWENTY THREE YEARS: LATER, WE LL SEE... 

2. "PRESIDENT CARTER BEGAN HIS MANDATE WITH, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, A DOUBLE AFFIRMATION: THAT THE CONDITION 
OF THE U.S. AS THE MAJOR WORLD POWER DOES NOT JUSTIFY 
COLONIALIST BEHAVIOUR, NOR CAN IT LET ITS INTERESTS 
SUBORDINATE THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. TODAY THE 
PRESIDENT RECEIVES THE DICTATORS OF THE CONTINENT IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE WHITE HOUSE AND IMPOSES A ONE-SIDED AGREEMENT UPON THE 
MINI REPUBLIC OF THE CANAL, THAT CONTINUES WITH ITS 
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY AMPUTATED... 

3. "MORE THAN HALF OF THE POPULATION OF THE U.S., 

ACCORDING TO POLLS, IS AGAINST THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
AGREEMENT... BUT WHAT THE POLLS DO NOT SAY IS THAT THE 
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PANAMANIAN PEOPLE HAVE MASSIVELY CROSSED ON MORE THAN 
ONE OCCASION THE BARBED WIRES, FOR THE RECOVERY OF THEIR 
VIOLATED RIGHTS. 

4. "THAT CARTER SHOULD RECEIVE VIDELA AND PINOCHET 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE TO MAKE SURE OF ACCESS TO A WATERWAY 
LACKS JUSTIFICATION... MEANWHILE IN ARGENTINA 12 THOUSAND 
CITIZENS HAVE DISAPPEARED AND IN CHILE THE MOST 
SOPHISTICATED CHEMICAL AND ELECTRIC TORTURES ARE TESTED. 
THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ANNOUNCED BY CARTER BECOMES 
MORE EACH DAY ONLY A PROMISE." 

5. FOREIGN AFFAIRS EDITOR ANTONIO ALFEREZ WRITES IN 
SEPTEMBER S ABC (CONSERVATIVE): "PRESIDENT CARTER, 

WHO SUPPORTS A POLICY OF RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN, 
COULD DO NO LESS THAN RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLES, 

IN THIS CASE THE PANAMANIAN. THE TREATY, WHICH 
ELIMINATES A HUMILIATING RELIC OF A COLONICAL PAST, IS 
A COMPROMISE THAT REPRESENTS NEITHER A TRIUMPH NOR A 
DEFEAT FOR EITHER OF THE SIGNERS." ITEM. RYLANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, AGREEMENTS, CANALS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MADRID06671 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770325-1203 
Format: TEL 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770987/aaaacuzh.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 226eaa4a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1349917 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MADRID PRESS COMMENTARY PANAMA CANAL 

TAGS: SOPN, EWWT 

To: USIA SCINCEUR-ECAP 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/226eaa4a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



